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AMF.NPMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 
J . (Cmiently Amended) An electronic settlement apparatus comprising: 

memory for storing discount points representing a property value to be associated with a 
user to which the said discount points are assigned; and 

a processor, 

wherein said processor obtains goods data that designates goods and use point data that 
designates an amount to be appropriated for the price of the said goods, decides the discount 
pomts to be newly assigned to said user based on said obtained goods data, 

P^^.^ t«». Twarv balan c e- H^fare»resenthiP' aresuU obtained by varying the discqm 
pmnte stored iP m^morvby amount corresponding to a vidu^ obtained \}Y subtractins tbS 
M^^nnt poir^ *? H«.i fmat«i b v y^mt data from the discount poipts decideq \p be newl ^ ^ 
^origned to said user, and when settlement data, which represents that settlement of purchase of 
said goods is completed, is suppUed, said processor decides that goods represented by said goods 

data is goods that said user will purchase and updates in response to the decisiog of goods thaj 

yai^ V ^ ger will purchase, said discount points Stored in said memory according to tfce result. 
rftnrenented bv said temnorarv balance data to bc voricd by an amount corresponding to a value 
obtain o db-ii iuTjIrnrtinc th fi > n1li n n fIhA -^imnnw^tprnTitn rinHpnntnrlbv joiduso point dota from 
tho value of the diaoount points dooidod to bc nowly nssignod to ooid usef . 

2. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a receiving server for obtaining said goods data and said use point data from an 
external section via a network so as to be transferred to said processor, wherein said processor 
obtains said goods data and said user point data transferred from said recaving s^er. 

3. (Original) The electronic settlement ^>paratus according to claim 1, wherein said 
memory stores user identification data that identifies the user to which said discount points ate 
assigned to be associated with said discount points, and a password associated with the said user 
identification data; and said processor obtains information and password representing said user; 
determines wh^er or not said memory stores said user identification data that identifies the user 
T^jresented by said obtained information and said obtained password to be associated widi each 
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other and stops obtaining said goods data or said user point data when determining that said 
memory stores neither user identification data nor said password to be associated with each 

4. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said 
processor obtains infoimation, which is supplied ftom an external section and which represents 
the user, in accordance with an instruction suppUed fix>m the external section, and generates said 
user id^tification data that identifies the user represented by obtained ia&nnation and said 
password associated wiHi the said user identification data, and Store said user identification data 
and password in said memory. 



5. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 3. wherein said 
memory stores user information unique to the user identified by said conesponding user 
identification data to be associated with said user identification data. 

6. (Ori^al) The eledronic settlement apparatus according to claim 5, wherein when 
said processor determines that said user identification data that identifies the user represented by 
said infoimation obtained by the processor and said password obtained by the processor are 
stored in said memory to bo associated with each otiher, said processor updates said user 
infoimation stored in said memory to be associated with the said user identification data to user 
infoimation supplied fiom the external section. 

7. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim I. wherein when 
said processor deteimines whether or not said settiement data is suppUed to the processor until a 
predetermmed time has elapsed after obtaining goods data» and when said processor determines 
that no settlement data is suppUed thereto, said processor abandons the obtained corresponding 
goods data. 

8. (Original) The electronic settlem«it appdraXua according to claim 1, fiufher 
comprising a settlement server, wherein said settlement eexvec stores settlement points 
representing a property value to be associated with identification data unique to tiie said 
settiement points; determines whether or not said processor obtains said goods data and said use 
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point data; obtains said identification data from the external section when it is determined that 
said processor obtains said goods data and said use point data; decides that a difference between 
an amount of setUement points corresponding to the price of goods repiesentedby said goods 
data and an amount of setUement points corresponding to the discount points represented by said 
use point data is appropriated for the price of the said goods; and suppUes said settlement data to 
said processor when the settlement points associated with said obtained identification data are 
more than said difference. 

9. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
memory stores conversion rate data representing a conversion rate between said discount points 
and said settlement points, and said processor specifies the amount of settlement points 
corresponding to the discount points represented by said use point data according to the 
conversion rale represented by said conversion rate data. 

10. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
processor determines whether or not the price of goods represented by said goods data reaches a 
predetermined minimum purchase amount, and decides that no discount point is assigned to said 
user when detramining thai the price of goods does not readi Ae predetermined minimum 
purchase amount 

1 1 . (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
processor determines whether or not the discount points represented by the use poim data 
obtained by the processor are more than predetermined available points, and handles the said 
available points as discount points. 

12. (Ori^nal) The electronic settlem«it i^paratus according to claim 2, whaein said 
receiving server supplies goods data and use point data obtained by said receiving server to said 
processor via a LAN (Local Area Network); and said processor decides discount points to be 
newly assigned to said user based on the price of said goods data supplied ftom said receiving 
serv», and iqidates said discount points stored in said memory to be varied by an amount 
corresponding to a value obtained by subtracting the discount points designated by use point 
data supplied fiom said receiving server from the discount points decided by said processor. 
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1 3. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
receiving server supplies goods data and use point data obtained by said receiving server to said 
I«ocessor via a WWW (World Wide Web); and said processor decides discount points to be 
newly assigned to said user based on the price of said goods data supplied from said receiving 
server, and updates said discount points stored in said memory to be varied by an amount 
corresponding to a value obtained by subtracting the discount points designated by use point 
data suppUed ftom said receiving server fiom the discount points decided by said processor. 

14. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said 
receiving server generates order identification data unique to each goods data obtained by said 
receiving server so as to be supplied to said processor, and supplies reception identification data 
unique to said receiving server to said processor to be associated with said goods data. 

15. (Original) The electronic settlement ^axatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
memory stores assignment rate data that designates discount points to be newly assigned to said 
user per unit quantity of the price of said goods; and said processor decides a value obtained by 
multiplying the price of goods represented by goods data obtained by the processor by the 
discount points designated by said assignment rate data as discount points to be newly assigned 
to said user. 

16. (Original) The electronic settlement apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
^ods data includes point designation infibrmation ttiat designates discount points to be asragned 
to a person who pundiases goods represented by the said goods data; and said processor decides 
the discount points represented by said point designation information included in said goods data 
obtained by said processor as discount points to be newly assigned to said user. 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) An electronic settlement qyparatus comprising: 

a receiving sraver for obtaining goods data that designates goods and use point data that 
designates an amount to be qjpropriated for tiie price of tfie said goods in the discount points 
representing a property value fitun an external section via a networic; 
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memory for storing said discount points to be assowated with a user to which the said 
discount points are assigned; and 
a processor, 

wherein said memory further stores user identification data that identifies the user lo which 
the said discount points are assigned to be associated with said discount points, and a password 
associated with the said user identification data; and said processor obtains infonnation and 
password representing said user ftom an external section; determines whether or not said 
memory stores said user identification data that identifies the user represented by said obtained 
infonnation and said obtained password to be associated with each other, obtains goods data and 
use point data obtained by said receiving server from said receiving server via said network 
when determining thai said memory stores said user identification data and said password to be 
associated with each other; prevents said receiving server &om obtaining said goods data or said 
user point data when determining that said memory stores nwther user identification data nor 
said password to be associated with each other, decides discount points to be newly assigned to 
said user based on the said goods data obtained by said receiving server, 

penoratP^ tftmnorarv balance data Teo r esgntiuP a result obtained bv varying the djSTOmt 
points storeH in said memwrv bv amount «om«pondini> to a value Q^A^lPfA by $ubti;^Hg ftc 
discount points. HftsiBTiated t >y point date from Ihe discount Points decided to bff 
aggjp rned to said user. 

decides that goods represented by goods data obtained from said receiving server is 
handled as goods that said user will purchase when settlement data representing that settlement 
of the punihase of said goods is completed is siqpplied from tbt external sectirai; and updates^ji 
Teanonse to thff rf^-irion of go ods that said user will purchase, said discount points stored by said 
memory aeeoftiitig to the reault reoreg e nted bv said ^ ft fuporarv balance data to be voriod b V on 
amatm t ootroqwnding to o diffarim?f t)'" i^iTmiinit pniwtn dotflmnin a A to bo n e wly 

assigie44 o onid uaer and th e diooount pointn deoicn n tod by the uao point date obtoinod from sa i d 

T^WWBXt AAAgi VIM. 9 » 

19. (Cmraitly Amended) An electronic settlement method eomprising the steps oft 
storing discount points representing a property value to be associated with a user to which 
the said discount points are assigned; 
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obtaining goods data that designates goods and use point data that designates an amount to 
be appropriated for the price of the said goods in said discount points from an external section 

via a network; 

deciding a discount points to be newly assigned to said user based on said obtained goods 

data; 

^ ,^.pt.^ por..vb.1anced <>t.r ^r.^tin.atPsint obtain^ byvarvinff the di^mrt 

p^int. ^oT^ in s^iH memory bv ai p nnnt corresoondin ^ to a v«1ne ohU^nf^ hV subtracting! the 
Hi«r.n,mt T^oints ^ ^S r-^t^ bv nse noint data from the di,^m.int powts ^^^^^ ^ be yewly 
assigne<^ to said user. 

deciding that goods represented by goods data obtained is handled as goods that said user 
will purchase when settlement data representing that setflement of the purchase of said goods is 
completed is supplied from the external section; and 

..r H:>H»p in r«Don^>. to the decisio n nf ooods that said user will purchase said discount 
points stored «.r.roi^iiig to the « ^»1t temesented bv said temporary hrt^c^ data t» bc vori e d b y 
an amount oonooponding to 0 voluo obtainod by aubtniotins Uio volua of the disoount pointc 
do c igijt o d b J oni d usf rti " ^^^^ diooount points dcoidod to ba newly 

umiigned to ooid uoot . 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having a computer^ 
program recorded thereon, said computer-program causing a computer to perform fimctions of: 

storing discount points lepresentbg a property value to be associated with a user to which 
the said discount points are assigned; 

obtaining goods data that designates goods and use point data fliat designates an amount to 
be s?)propriated for the price of the said goods in said discount points from an external section 
via a network; 

deciding discount points to be newly assigned to said user based on said obtained goods 

data; 

ff^^l^^ ff t^porarv bal g nr^ data rearesentine a result obtain^ by varyitiR the discqufft 
noittts stored m f^iA memory b v amount corresponding to a value obtained by subtracting thg 
^jyv^^^nt pAiiite designate d bv nue noint H^h* from tbft discount points decided tp be ngvyly 
assigned to said yg^r. 
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deciding that goods represented by goods data obtained is handled as goods that said user 
will purchase when settlement data representing that setUement of the purchase of said goods is 
completed is suppUed from the external section; and 

,T,^o rir,ff , it, re^r... th^. decisior ■^f p~^>» that said nsf^ will purchase, said discount 
points stored ^^^^r^'^^^ to the result represented b y <imd tPirporary balance <im tobovoricdby 
m omount corre .p ouding to t> v nl u o o btainod by cubUuoting th o v n\ m u f tho diGCOunt r n im- 
4u . i& i aQt c d by c culI in r r -"^ "'^^'^ diaoounf t iu mtJ decided to h n i n Vviy 

ass igned to floid uoor . 

21 . (Currently Amended) A computer data signal embedded in a earner wave expressing 
a program for causing a computer to perform functions of: 

storing discount points representing a property value to be associated with a User to which 

^*ltte^g^s WtfilP«^lSiates goods and use point data that designates an amount to 
be appropriated for tiie price of the said goods in said discount points from an external section 
via a debidnlg discount points to be newly assigned to said user based on said obtained goods 

data; y^^nftratin p t«^norarv balance data tepre » «'^ring a result obtained bv varying thg 
Taints stored in fifttd memo r y bv amount cnrr«nondina to a value obtained by jWbtractjBR 1^^ 
diacoM«t poiiitfi desienated b v use noint data ftom the discount POmtS tQ ^e n^vfly 

assigned to said user. 

deciding that goods represented by goods data obtained is handled as goods that said user 
will purchase when settlement data representing that settlement of the purchase of said goods is 
completed is sillied from the external section; and 

„prfaHt .p , in rsaponse to the decirion of ^ ds that said user will purchase, said discount 
points stortd flccordine to tfift remit iCTres ented bv said temnoraiv balance data tobovniiodby 
an omount ooirooponding to a voluo obtainod by - gubtractine ^lo valuo of tho diooount points 
designated by ooid uao point data from tho value of the diooount potnta decided to bo nowly 
Qfloignod to ooid us e*. 
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